
 

 

 

 

 

     

Ideas for Pragmatic Language 

Development 

(Social Language Use) 

 

 

 

 



Engage your child in social experiences outside the school setting (e.g., 

play dates, playground interactions). 

❖  

Facilitate social interactions by exposing your child to new experiences 

and places. 

❖  

Practice role playing with your child during playtime.  Use puppets, 

toys, or dress-up to help facilitate the role playing activity. 

❖  

Follow your child's lead and interact with him/her during preferred 

tasks.  Teach turn taking skills by praising appropriate turn taking 

events. 

❖  

Read books about social skills and relate the information to an 

experience in your child's life. 

 

Facilitate social skills during peer interactions.  Model appropriate 

behavior/social interaction for your child and complete tasks hand over 

hand if necessary/appropriate. 

❖  

Encourage problem solving skills by asking questions about social 

conflicts.  Teach your child to identify the problem.  Brainstorm ideas 

for how to solve the conflict/problem with your child by coming up with 



a minimum of 2 solutions.  Choose one solution and talk about how the 

child feels about that solution. 

❖  

Discuss feelings and emotions with your child.  Play a game of guessing 

what facial expressions mean by having your child guess how you feel 

when you make a face.  Then, ask your child to make a face and guess 

his/her emotion. 

❖  

Talk about body language with your child and the messages it sends 

(this includes posture, gestures, eye contact, facial expressions).  Play 

a game of guessing what body language means by having your child 

guess what your body language is telling them.  Then ask your child(ren) 

to give body language and guess his/her message. 

❖  

Draw a thermometer and ask your child to tell you how high or low 

their emotions are running.  For example, if they are upset and the 

thermometer is high, encourage your child to take a break, jump on a 

trampoline, count to 10, stretch or take deep breaths. 

Teach your child phrases to use during certain social situations.  For 

example, when someone says, "How are you?",  give your child one or 

two responses to use (e.g., "Fine, how are you?" OR  I'm great!"). 

❖  

Discuss inappropriate comments/actions as they happen.  Do not 

discipline your child, rather, talk about why the comment/action was 

inappropriate and come up with an alternative. 

❖  



❖  

Teach appropriate social interactions through modeling. 

❖  

Role play using appropriate voice in different situations (e.g., 

excitement, sadness, talking in a library, you see a friend across the 

street, you bumped into someone and knocked over their glass).  Model 

the type of voice you would use in each situation and have your child do 

the same. 

❖  

Play board games to encourage socializing and appropriate social 

behavior.  You may refer to the list I have attached to this website for 

games that will help enhance pragmatics. 

❖  

 


